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Sharon Buck
will sing with
the Bellevue
Philharmonic
Dec. 18.




Music by members

Women join musical
club to perform, learn
and support the arts

By Lori Varosh
Jourmal Reporter

Like most performing
members of Ladies Musical
Club, mezzo-soprano Sharon
Buck has a stellar resume,

The Woodinville resident
has soloed for vast audi-
ences in such diverse venues
as bth Avenue Theatre, Walla
Walla College and the
Canadian Broadeasting
Corporation, and will per-
form with the Bellevue
Philharmonic on Dec, 18.

But Buck also lent her
rich voice to a free concert
at Seattle Art Museum on
Oct. 7 to try out a new pro-
gram of art songs and opera
arias before an appreciative
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audience.

A singer “needs to keep
performing in public and
pushing the envelope,” Buck
says. “You can't just sit at
home and practice.

*Having a live audience is
not the same as recording

South County.
Local women say they

join to find performance

opportunities, to associale
with the club’s rich tradi-
tion, to learn from the top

professionals on its roster
and to support its efforts to

The Ladies Musical Club was formed at a
time when women didn’t have much
opportunity to perform.

KATHLEEN DOW

for radio or CD," she adds.
“You can feel the vibes, the
energy and support you
can't get” on your own.
Although Ladies Musical
Club is Seattle’'s oldest arts
organization, nearly one-
quarter of its membership
comes rom the Eastside and

develop new audiences for
classical music.

Two years ago, the club
added an Eastside venue —
Bellevue First United
Methodist Church — to
reflect its growing out-of-
Sealttle membership.

“Certainly a lot of music

lovers here don't love to
drive to Seattle and pay $10
for parking,” explains
Sammamish resident Coleen
George, one instigator of the
Eastside concerts.

Performing members
must andition to maintain a
level of quality in keeping
with the club's history.

It was founded in 1891,
*at a time when women did-
n't have much opportunity
to perform,” says organist
Kathleen Dow of Kirkland,
who has served as president,
treasurer and board member
in her 34-year association
with the club.

Within months, the club
had 50 members who per-
formed in each other's
homes. By 1900, they began a
Visiting Artists Series, which
“added immensely to the cul-
tural life of the community
for 60 vears,” Dow says.

Continued on next page

LADIES MUSICAL CLUB

M 3 p.m. today (and the third
Sunday of most months)

W First United Methodist
Church of Bellevue, 1934
108th Ave, N.E,

W Free

B www.Imeseattle.org

THE SCHEDULE:

Today: Violinist Hadley
Johnson with pianist Janet
Anderson; soprano Tiina
Ritalahti

Nov, 21: Mezzo-soprano Nancy
Bos with pianist Nancy Bent;
violinist Benita Lenz

Mo concert in December

Jan, 16; Yiolinist Tracy
Helming; soprano Regina
Thomas

Feb. 20: Organist Kathleen
Dow; soprano Lynn
Muehlheisen with pianist
Johanna Mastenbrook

March 20: Pianist Judy Darst;
soprano Susan Strick with
pianist Nola Allen

April 17: Pianist Linda
Armstrong; mezzo-soprano Ute
Freund

May 15: Pianist Dolores Borqir;
mezzo-soprano Nancy Bos
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